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Hokkaido show primitive aboriginal races m the inaccessible
interior and later comers of a higher type round the coasts
These differences are a natural result of successive waves of
migration washing against the same island The later wave
as it were drives the earlier one before it The unequal
density of people all round the Pacific is another aspect of
population that should not be overlooked Densely peopled
islands like Java exist alongside thinly peopled islands China
with 430 millions of people overlooks Australia with but
seven millions and so on These crowded and empty lands
side by side present difficult problems of development and
defence and raise many delicate questions of administration
and ownership

CHAPTER IV
THE NATURAL REGIONS OF THE PACIFIC
THE position relief climate and natural vegetation of
large portions of the earths surface are so much alike
tfeat we can distinguish groups or famihes on the basis of
these likenesses Further we can detect broad resemblances
in mans occupations m such regions These groups of
similar areas are called by geographers major natural regions
and it is more useful to study the Pacific Basin by natural
regions rather than the political divisions we call countries
The factors which make up a homeland such as build
climate soils and water distribution vary so greatly that
the resemblances just mentioned lie deep rather than on the
surface Furthermore the appearance and habits of peoples
living m the same natural region have often nothing m
Note   During the reading of this chapter reference to the maf* of
climatic regions inside the back cover is essential*